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STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE JOHN N, ERLENBORN ON JULY 31, 1989 
House Committee on Government Operations markup of H.R. 5l69 


Mr. Chairman, I' would just like to add my support for this 

BILL AND PARTICULARLY THE AMENDMENT TO CLARIFY THE RELATIONSHIP 

between the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act. As 

ONE OF THE AUTHORS OF THE PRIVACY Act AND THE 1979 AMENDMENTS TO 
the Freedom of Information Act, I have been troubled to see a 

COUPLE OF CIRCUIT COURTS OF APPEALS RENDERING DECISIONS WHICH ARE 

V 

CONTRARY TO THE GOALS OF THOSE TWO ACTS. pVEN MORE TROUBLING WAS 
THE RECENT DECISION OF THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT AND OFFICE OF MANAGE 
MENT AND BUDGET TO REVERSE THE POLICY GUIDANCE AND REGULATIONS 
WHICH HAVE BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE THE PRIVACY ACT TOOK EFFECT IN 

1975. This reversal of policy has the effect of restricting an 

INDIVIDUAL^ ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT FILES CONTAINING RECORDS ABOUT 
HIM OR HERSELF IN A WAY NOT CONTEMPLATED BY THE CONGRESS IN 1979. 

So, I CONGRATULATE AND THANK THE SUBCOMMITTEE FOR TAKING THE 
ACTION THEY DID AND I URGE MY COLLEAGUES TO REPORT THIS BILL AS 
AMENDED AND TO VOTE FOR IT WHEN IT COMES TO THE FLOOR LATER IN 
THE SESSION. 
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